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adequate. But we believe that an industrial order which should secure these reforms for the workers would suffice to win industrial peace.
Now, can any decent-minded intelligent person assert that any one of these objects is undesirable? With the exception of the dwindling majority of the master-class who still cherish the desire to "keep the working classes in their place and not to pamper them," there will be a consensus of opinion in favor of this better life for the masses. It is clearly desirable, but is it economically attainable? Can we produce enough wealth to furnish forth this higher standard of living, and can we afford this longer leisure at a time when the destructive power of war has so impaired the stocks and fabric of industry as to impose upon us for some years to come the added work of reparation, in order that we may start where we left off in 1914? How, under such circumstances, can the workers have more wealth and more leisure? Many labor men have an easy solution of the problem in their view of capitalistic exploitation. Ample funds for making everybody comfortable are absorbed in the unearned incomes of the rich. There is in this theory a quite sufficient element of truth to make it a thoroughly convincing doctrine to those who possess "the will to believe." But it will not convince those who face the facts and figures of the capitalist system. Our nation has never yet produced nearly enough wealth and leisure to make everybody comfortable, even if it were properly distributed.
More wealth must be produced, and it must be more equitably distributed. We cannot get for all the life we admit to be desirable on any other terms. Hitherto there hasn't been enough wealth to go round, and carry comfort and content to every home. Unfortunately this statement is not merely unpalatable to the organized workers; it is a dangerous irritant. It suggests to men who are asking for more relief from the strain of industry that they must work harder and bring about, as past experience seems to attest, a glut of goods which will lower prices, imperil wage rates, and cause unemployment. Now we hold that it is technically possible to get the needed increase of wealth and leisure for the workers, together with the improved status and security of employment, without a policy of speeding up or any risk of congesting the market. An improved equipment of machinery, the effective utilization of electricity and other sources of industrial power for manufac-